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Gordon Guymer (Chief Botanist, QueenslandHerbarium) welcomed participants and invited
gueststo the QueenslandHerbarium. Peter Bostock (Meeting organiser) introduced the group to
the facilities available and summarisedgeneral arrangements.

1. Review of HISCOM98 Actions

The Meeting reviewed progresson actions. Sincethe matters arising from HISCOM98 were also
discussedduring this meeting, mostActions are discussedin Section 3. Thoseactions thatwere
not discussedfurther are presenthere.

2.1: Production of brochure or flier

The need for a brochure or flier to market the Virtual Australian Herbarium (VAH) and
HISCOM was recommendedto CHAH. Although CHAH supported this proposal (Haegi b point
2, 13 August 1999), their decision was not known by HISCOM until recently. Therefore, no
action has been taken.

ACTION 1: NO FURTHER ACTION

It wasagreedthat the need fora brochure or flier wasnot asimportant asit waslast year.
Instead, it wasagreedto usethe HISCOM and VAH web site to describe,presentand promote
product.

2.2: Australian Museum On Line (AMOL) launch

Barry Conn attended the launch of AMOL in Sydneyon 24 Septemberl998(refer report on the
HISCOM Web site B October1998).

ACTION 1. Append AMOL report to this Report
( http://www.rbgsyd.gov.au/HISCOM/REPORTS/AMOL.html)
(Barry Conn)
Included here:
Launch of new Website for
"Australian MuseumsOn Line"
Barry J. Conn

Royal Botanic Gardens,Mrs Macquaries Road,
SydneyNSW 2000, Australia

barry@rbgsyd.gov.au
1998

The Heritage Collections Council (HCC) aims to establish widespread accessto Australian
collecting institutions electronically. The new Australian MuseumsOn Line Website (AMOL),

which was officially launched 13 October1998, isthe first major stepin providing this electronic
link. The idea for the project grew out of the recognition of the needfor a National databaseof
all collections.It is regarded asthe gatewayto the nation's culture on the Internet.
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In this project, museumsare regarded as including natural scienceand indigenous collections,
as well as art galleries. Since the information for people is far broader than the actual
collections held by museums, the focus of AMOL is on 'telling stories' rather than on
documenting 60 million items held in Australian museums.

AMOL is a collaborative effort involving Commonwealth, State and Territory governments.
Therefore, it forms part of Australia's Cultural Network. Theresult is a trove of data -
descriptions, images, stories, articles, opinions - reflecting the richness of Australia's cultural
heritage.

The AMOL website offers easy accessto cultural information, particularly for remote and
regional museums and cultural organisations. Collections from large State institutions can be
found alongside collections from regional and community museums and galleries from every
region of Australia.

The AMOL websiteincludes:

Guide to Australian Museums(over 1,000 Australiancollectinginstitutions are listed)

Open Collections (searcha databaseof more than 400,000 collectiorrecords)

Museum Craft (a unique range of resources for museum workers, including conservation

information, a dynamic Australian Museums Forum, an Open Museum Journal, events,
information on jobs, training, grants, museumindustry contacts).

[reprinted from HISCOM Web site: http://www.rbgsyd.gov.au/HISCOM/REPORTS/AMOL.html]

1. HISCOM99 Agenda and Actions

SECTION A
Functioning of HISCOM b Actionsand recommendations
3.1: HISCOMOsStrategic Plan (Project 16, HISCOM98)

The latest version of the HISCOMOs Strategic Plan (version 2.3.f) was discussed Although CHAH
supported the needfor HISCOM to have a Strategic Plan and the PlanOgeneral direction (Haegib
point 1, 13 August1999),it wasfelt that someaspectsrequired further discussion.

ACTION 1: THE CURRENT STRATEGIC PLAN TO BE DIVIDED INTO TWO
SECTIONS:

o a brief Strategic Plan that summarisesour vision and major objectives,and
o a more detailed Operational Plan that outlines the proposedprojects for the next three
years

Bill Barker (to divide Strategic Plan B Septembe999)

(All membersto commentd Septembed999)
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SECTION B
Virtual Australian Herbarium B Actionsand recommendations
(Projects 16 HISCOM98)

3.2: Presentationof Virtual Australian Herbarium (VAH) to respectiveinstitutions, with
commentscollated for further discussionby HISCOM

The VAH concepthad beenpresentedto staff of respectiveinstitutions. Although general support for
the concepthad been attained VAH was insufficiently advancedto generatespecificrecommendations
from user groups.

The prototype VAH was presentedto the Meeting (Projects 1 & 2, HISCOM98). As a proof of concept,
this web site dynamically links the Acacia accessioninformation held at AD, PERTH, and NSW. It
returns thesedata as an Australia- wide distribution dot map.

This is a major breakthrough for HISCOM and it is important to acknowledge the:

e generoussupport of KE softwarefor providing the original code
¢ enthusiasticefforts of AD and computing team for completing the code
e willing cooperationof PERTH and NSW, togetherwith AD, to make the VAH a reality

The VAH is hostedat:

e http://143.216.198.138/~texweb/VAH.htm{AD b a temporarysite);
¢ http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au./test/vah/vahtest. ntm{PERTH)
¢ http://plantnet.rbgsyd.gov.au/VAH/WWW/VAH.html (NSW)

ACTION 1. DemonstrateVAH at all member institutions
(http://143.216.198.138/~texweb/VAH.html)

o Account: VAHuser
o Password:demonstration

(Al membersb Septembed 999)
This wasoriginally regarded asa project (Project 3, HISCOM98), but it now here treated as an action.
3.2.1: Nameof VAH web site

The meeting had some reservations about the suitability of the name, Virtual
Australian Herbarium, for the web site. Although, it wasthought that it might
be appropriate as a subtitle. Although a single name was required for the
VAH, multiple nameswould be required to brand the various products, asthey
becameavailable.

The name LEAF was tentatively suggestedas more appropriate title for the
VAH, representing OLinkedElectronic Australian Flora.O

[Since the Meeting, AD has proposed the working title GumLEAF. The
suitability of this namerequires further discussion.]

ACTION 1: HISCOM Membersto consider othemossibletitles for the VAH that
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clarify the focus of the site
(Al membersd Septembet999)

It was agreedthat the VAH is an electronic publication medium for productsas they becomeavailable.
Therefore, it is betterto present theséndividual developmentas separateprojects,under the umbrella of
the VAH.

3.3: Registrationof domainnameswww.hiscom.net.aand www.flora.net.aufor HISCOM

Alan Brooks reportedthat HISCOM is unable to use the domain name Onet@nd are unable to usethe
domain nameOgovipee of charge.

ACTION 1: It was agreedthat the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney,would host
HISCOM and VAH websites.

ACTION 2: Find out if the following domainnamesare available:

o www.hiscom.gov.auand
o www.flora.gov.au

(Barry Conn D Septembet999)

ACTION 3: Find out the annual costof the abovedomainnamesor alternative
names

(Barry Conn & Jim Croft B Septembel999)

It wasagreedthat there wasa needto havea domainnamefor both the HISCOM and VAH web sitesso
that websearchengineswould readily find them.

Recommendatiorl to CHAH: That CHAH fund the annual costof registeringthe recommendediomain
namesfor the HISCOM and VAH websites.

3.4: CostRecoveryfor certain dataavailableon VAH
(refer following discussion)
3.5: Developa discussiorpaperfor developinga MOU on reciprocalfree dataaccess
Since CHAH has a long-standing agreementto readily share information betweenmemberinstitutions

(Haegi B point 5, 13 August 1999), it was agreed by Meeting that there was no need to preparea
discussionpaperon either issue.

HISCOM acknowledgedhat CHAHOspolicy of freely sharing data betweenits memberinstitutions was
pivotal:
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o to helping eachagencymeettheir regional responsibilities frequently on reducedresources
o to developingthe VAH asa singleseamles®ational interfaceto CHAHOglant, fungal and
algal data

The recognition of CHAHOsimportant role in providing core datafor governmentnon-governmentand
community-based conservationand environmental managementdecisions required both of the above
criteria.

ACTION 1: All member herbaria are encouragedto fully implement HISPID transfer
standardsas a matterof urgency

(All relevantmembersd Septembet999)

[Sincethe Meeting, CHR hastransferredcollectiondatain HISPID3 format to NSW]

It was agreed that the successfulfunctioning of the VAH for CHAHOsmemberswas based on the
philosophyof readily sharing data.

ACTION 2: Developproceduresto facilitate the ready transfer of specimenbaseddata to
memberherbaria on the Internet

(Barry Conn & Bill Barker B April2000)

It was agreedthat the level of information provided to external usersis best decidedby individual
herbaria. As mentioned above (point 3.2), the VAH will only presentplant distribution data as an
Australia-wide distribution dot map.

Recommendatior? to CHAH: To ensurethat the VAH can belaunchedas soonas possible,t wasagreed
that only specimenbasedinformation will be suppliedto external usersin the form of an Australia-wide
distribution dot map.

Recommendatior8 to CHAH: The current arrangementsconcerning the availability of datato external
usersare mostappropriately managedby each herbarium accordingto their policies.

It wasagreedthat only certain typesof information would be releasedhrough the VAH to external users.

Although it wasfelt that individual herbaria were bestplacedto decideon the availability of dataheld by
them, it was agreedthat it would be useful to collate the current policies and protocols used by the
memberherbaria.

ACTION 3: Developdiscussionpaper on the issuesinvolvedwith making data available to
external users via the VAH Internet site, with particular reference to the needsof each
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memberherbarium
(Barry Conn D April2000)

ACTION 4: Herbaria capableof implementingVAH technologywere encouragedto do so
from their own site.

(HISCOM Membersb April2000)

It was agreedthat the primary assumptionof the VAH was only to presentinformation that had been
traditionally providedby Australian herbaria.

Therefore, the VAH does not intend to present any information that is not normally available
traditionally.

The following table summariseshe traditional exchangeprotocolsof herbarium data:

Traditional Exchangeof Herbarium Data

Typesof Information Herbaria & External Clients
bonofide
Researcher
Plant Distribution B Dot Maps YES CONDITIONAL
Plant Distribution YES CONDITIONAL

b specimeibasedspatialdata

Plant Descriptions P published YES YES
Plant Descriptions b | CONDITIONAL CONDITIONAL
unpublished

Plant Keysbpublished YES YES
Plant KeysBbunpublished CONDITIONAL CONDITIONAL
Plant Imagesbpublished YES YES

Plant Imagesbunpublished CONDITIONAL CONDITIONAL

Plant Namesbpublished YES YES

Plant Namesbunpublished CONDITIONAL CONDITIONAL

Accessionbased Data b YES YES
published

http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/HISCOM/HISCOMminutes/HISCOM1999.html Page 7 of 19



HISCOM Meeting Minutes 1999 07/26/2007 04:00 PM

Accessionbased Data b YES CONDITIONAL
unpublished

3.6: Administrativesupportfor project managemenof VAH
Jim Croft presentedthe need for administrative supportfor the projectmanagemenof VAH to CHAH.

They recommendedhat a formal documentstating required duties should be preparedand submittedto
CHAH for their consideration(Haegi b point3, 13 August1999).

ACTION 1. No further actionrequired until sufficient funding is availableto fully implement
the VAH project

3.7: InvestigateGifFly and other optionsfor mappingdistributions on Webfor VAH
A GifFly application has beendevelopedas part of the prototypeof VAH (Project 4, HISCOM98) and at

the Statelevelby NSW (in PlantNET). Although GIS functionality should be consideredn the future, the
high costof implementationof full GIS capabilitymadeit an unlikely optionin the shortterm.

It wasagreedthat individual herbaria would needto decidewhich productsto use.However,the Meeting
was reminded of the needto ensurethat appropriatedata, accessand exportstandardswere maintained
whenimplementingvarious products.

Recommendatiort to CHAH: Data presentedon the VAH web site can only be used at the single scale
provided. Herbaria are not allowed to Ozoom@ on other herbariaOsdata because of the possible
sensitivityof this information.

SECTION C:
ReviewlIT capabilitiesat eachCHAH herbarium

Sincelittle information forwardedto Jim Croft (as collator of this Action) sinceHISCOM98:

ACTION 1: Provideeach Herbarium a form for completingthe IT capability detailsin each
herbarium

It was agreed to integrate the IT capabilities with information held by the Australian Herbarium

Resourcegdatabaseheld on CHAH OsWeb site. This information should also be linked to the HISCOM
Website.

Recommendation5 to CHAH: CHAH to expand their Web-based databaseto include HISCOM
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information, andto displaythis information on the CHAH Website.

ACTION 2: Update each herbariumOsIT capabilities and notify CHAH of useful data
elementdgo include in the Australian Herbarium Resourceslatabase

(Jim Croft B Septembet999)

SECTION D:

Reviewof HISPID InterchangeStandard(Projects10 & 11,HISCOM98)

3.8: Conversionof geodeticdatumto WPS84and GDA94
It was agreedthat the conversionto the new World Geographic Datum wasnot a problemfor exiting

herbarium collections since the inherent inaccuraciesof thesedata may meanthat conversion doesot
improvetheir usefulness.

ACTION 1. To satisfy ANZLIC standards, all spatial datatransferred via the HISPID
standardwould alwaysinclude appropriategeodeticdescriptors.

ACTION 2: Encourageinstitutional databasego include a field that identifies the geodetic
datumor mapgrid referencebeing usedfor spatialcoordinatesof eachrecord.

3.9: Updatespatial (location group) fields in HISPID

Proposedchangesto the Location Group fields circulatedto HISCOM membergprior to this Meeting.

ACTION 1: Commentscorrectionsto be sentto Hispid Editor

(All HISCOM Membersb Septembet999)

Severalother proposedchangesto HISPID3 were briefly discussedlIt was agreedthat theseshould be
summarisedand circulated to HISCOM membersfor commentsand ratification. Once approved,these
changeswould form part of HISPID4.

ACTION 2: Summariseand circulate HISPID changesto HISCOM members

(Barry Conn® Novembefl999)
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It wasagreedthat aHISCOM Listserverwould be useful.
ACTION 3: DevelopHISCOM Listserver

(lan Lunt, Ben Robertsonb Decembe1999)

FUTURE OF HISPID

Concern was expressedat the lack of progressthat had been made towards the regular transfer of
HISPID -formatted data between Australian herbaria since the publication HISPID3. The issues
concerningeachherbarium not participating in the electronicexchangeprogramwerediscussed.

ACTION 4: CANB to implementHISPID exchangeprotocolsimmediately
(Jim Croft, GregWhitbreadb Septembel999)

ACTION 5: BRI to implementHISPID exchangeprotocolsimmediately

(PeterBostockb Decembei999)

ACTION 6: NSW to sendHISPID programming scripts to PERTH so that PERTH can
evaluatetheir capability of implementingHISPID exchangeprotocolsas soonas possible

(Gary Chapple,Ben Robertsonb Decembei999)

ACTION 7: DNA and HO to be contactedto identify issuespreventing regular exchangeof
datafrom theseherbaria

(Barry Connb Decembet999)

ACTION 8: Seekwaysof expeditingDNAOsand HOOwarticipation in the regular transfer of
datain HISPID format

(Barry Connb Decembet999)

ACTION 9: CHR to implementHISPID exchangeprotocolsimmediately

(Aaron Wilson B Complete®eptembed 999)

[The exchangeof data in HISPID3 format betweenCHR and NSW is an extremelysignificant event,
representingthe first interchange betweenanother country and Australia. Congratulationsto all those
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involved. Prior to this, HISPID3 formatted datahas only beenexportedfrom Australia.]

Recommendatioré to CHAH: CHAH to supportthe regular transfer of data betweenherbaria as part of
the exchangeand loans programs.

3.10: Useof O{@nd O}@s formatting notation in HISPID transfer file

Since O{@nd O}@re not part of any knownformatting standard,it wasagreedthat usersof variouscodes
should be consultedto ascertainwhat standard(eg. SGML, XML, HTML) formatting notation should be
incorporatedinto the HISPID standardfor transferring text-basedformatting codes.

The use of other formatting conventions, such as curly braces, may be used within an institutionOs
database.

ACTION 1: Include chapteron transferring formatting featuresin hispid transfer files

(Barry Connb Decembet999)

3.11: ReviewHISPID accordingto ANZLIC datastandard

It wassuggested thatlISPID wasa transferformat, not a databaseTherefore,the ANZLIC standarddid
not apply, but rather it wasonly relevantto the databasedrom which the data were exchangedSince
there was some confusion amongst HISCOM members,it was agreed that this decisionshouldbe
checked.

ACTION 1: Consult with ANZLIC expertsconcerning the needfor HISPID to
complywith ANZLIC data standards

(Barry Connb Decembet999)

3.12: Transfer of NestedTables(relational data)

Although the transfer of nesteddatais not handledby HISPID, it wasagreedthat no direct action would
be taken. However,it was regardedas important to monitor advancesin transferral of relational data,
such as determination histories, collecting eventswith multiple collections,and collectionswith multiple
components.

ACTION 1: Maintain a OwatchingriefO

(Jim Croft, GregWhitbreadD April2000)
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3.13: PlaceHISPID3 on Internet with a searchablandex

Barry Conn reported that HISPID4 was being prepared in a databaseformat so that it wasfully
searchable. Therefore, a searchableindex to HISPID3 would not be required once HISPID4 was
available.

ACTION 1: Continue developmentf HISPID4 asa searchabledatabaseon Internet

(Barry Conn, Gary Chapple,Alan Brooks® April2000)

3.14: ProposedChangesto HISPID3

Barry Conn circulated proposedchangesto the OLocation@ields of HISPID3 and briefly discussed
proposedchangesto HISPID3.

ACTION 1: All proposedchangesto be circulatedto HISCOM Membership

(Barry ConnB Novembefl999)

SECTION E

Reviewof TypePhotoDatabaseon Internet (Project9, HISCOM98)

3.15: Notify CHAH of availability of TypePhotodatabase

Although the work on this databaseis strongly supportedoy CHAH (Haegi P point 7, 13 August1999),
the lack of usageof this databaseduring 1999 isdisturbing.

TypePhotoUsageStatistics- 1999

RecordsCreated= 0
Insertion Form Opened/Closedwithout use)= 7
RecordsSearched= 242
DatabaseVisited from 40 differentsites

Since this databasewas created,it has proveddifficult to convince botanistsin scatteredinstitutions to
enter data using the Internet. The reasonswhy ABLO did not accessTypePhoto requires further
investigationbecauseat wasspecificallydevelopedor the ABLO use.
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ACTION 1. The ABLOOsperceptionof the value of the TypePhotodatabaseto
canvassed

(Ben Richardsonb Septembet999)

It was agreedthat the Australian plant systematiccommunity had a moral obligation to index the many
photographsof typesthat European institutions (particularly, BM, LINN, & K) had providedover many
years. Most of these photographshad been organised by the ABLO. It was alsorecognisedhat the
databasewas essentialto ensurethat the Australian botanical community was aware ofthe presenceof
photographsof typesheld in non-Australian herbaria.

ACTION 2: CHAH to beinformed of lack of useof the TypePhotodatabase

(Barry Connb Septembet999)

3.16: Ability to searchthe TypePhotodatabaseon institutional identifier, and link to type
specimenimage andprotologues

These features have not been developedbecausethe lack of usage did not warrant the additional
expenditurerequired forfurther development.

ACTION 1: No further action at this stage

3.17: HISCOM membershipo demonstratel'ypePhototo staff of memberherbaria

ACTION 1: It wasagreedthat further encouragementvasrequiredto ensurethat
staff are aware ofthe TypePhotodatabaseand are encouragedo useit.

(All HISCOM Membersb Septembet999)

3.18: EstablishPERTH asa mirror site of the TypePhotodatabase

It wasagreedthat there wasno needto mirror this site at this stagebecausethe databasewvasnot being
usedenough.

ACTION 1: No further action at this stage

3.19: HISCOM memberdo provideemail addresdor requestsof copiesof typephotos

ACTION 1: No actiontaken
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Recommendatiory to CHAH: Notify CHAH of the minimal usageof TypePhotosince the beginning of
1999.

Recommendation8 to CHAH: Although TypePhoto was under utilised, there was an on-going
maintenancecostto NSW. However,sincethis costhas remainedminimal, NSW s preparedto continue
to coverthesecosts. Usagef the databasavould be a welcomedutcome forNSW.

SECTIONF
Developmenbf APNI (Project8, HISCOM98)

3.20: Developa readonly Webfunctionality to APNI

Completedoy CANB.

ACTION 1: Link APNI Websiteto HISCOM Website, namely:
Owww.anbg.gov.au/cgi/bin/apniO

Owww.anbg.gov.au/cgi/bin/apninamés@mes
only)

(Barry Connb Decembet999)

3.21: CHAH approval for participating herbaria to share States/Territory Census data b
CHAH endorseghe existing practiceof freely sharing databetweemtmemberherbaria (Haegi
b point5, 13 August1999).

3.22: Herbaria with digitised censusedo provide a full bulk load of namesfor inclusion in
APNI

Distributing Oracle run-time application to State herbaria was no a viable option becauseherewasnot
local supportfor the product. It was also noted that if local operatorswere to be usedto help maintain
APNI, then they would require intensivetraining to useAPNI applicationseffectively.lt wasagreedthat
there was a needto combine State censusesas an integrated National censusand crossreferencethese
with existing APNI records. Although there was a suggestionthat a distributedStatefocuseddatabase
model should be used to presenta list of Australian Plant Names, it was agreed that a centralised
approachwould be usedin the interim.

ACTION 1: Define specificationsand protocol for transferral of State Census
data
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Since CHAH agreeswith HISCOM recommendationson the free sharing of State and National plant
censusdata (Haegib point5, 13 Augustl999),it wasagreedthat:

3.23:

ACTION 2: Each State to make available their State censusdata, either by
making available an URL for standardexportof censusdataor by direct transfer
using someother appropriatemechanism

(HISCOM Membersb February2000)

ACTION 3: Createa combinedcensusof Australian Plant Namesunder VAH,
with acknowledgmento contributing herbaria

(Jim Croft, GregWhitbreadd April2000)

ACTION 4: The official logosof each participating herbariumto be included on
the combinedAustralian Plant Namewebsite

(Jim Croft, GregWhitbreadD April2000)

ACTION 5: Developmentof a Statebased distributed Australian Plant Name
Censusdatabasedo be investigated

(Barry Conn D April2000)

Providetestsitesto report backin other herbaria

ACTION 1: No actiontakenduring 1998/1999.

3.24: APNI Testsitesto report backto HISCOM membersat implementationstage

ACTION 1: No actiontakenduring 1998/1999.

SECTION G

Reviewof Developmenbf Electronic CollectorsFieldbook

(Project12,HISCOM98)

3.25:

Developmenbf MAX as a generaliseclectroniccollectorsOFieldbookO

MAX is a tool for gathering plant collection data while in the field, with the ability to exportthesedatato
the herbariumOslatabaseNo action wastaken during 1998/1999 Regardedas easierto developseparate
Microsoft Accesselectronic OFieldbook@s required rather than modify MAX B the WesternAustralian
electronic OFieldbook@Dther similar products were readily developedin AD and MEL, alsobasedon
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Microsoft Access.

Appreciationwasexpressedby the Meeting for PERTHO$eadershipin this area.

ACTION 1: Developmeniof MAX to cover all situationswill not be pursuedby
HISCOM D projecthalted.

ACTION 2: ADO<=lectronicOfieldbookt® be madeavailable on the Web

(Bill Barker B Decembet999)

SECTIONH
Reviewof HISCOM98 Projects
3.8: DevelopProjectPlan

Completedand approvedby CHAH in time for presentationto be consideredby ABRS. The projects
presentedverediscussedand the progressof eachwasreviewedoy the Meeting (seebelow).In retrospect,
the developmentof the Project Plan to satisfy the requirementsof a single potential funding source,
namely ABRSfunding, wasperceivedas unwise.

A re-focussing of the project plan into a few core areas, divided into subprojects,was recognisedas
necessaryto ensurethe continueddevelopmenof the VAH. It wasalso agreedthat an activecommitment
to seekpotentialfunding wasnecessaryo successfullyimplementseveralof theseprojects.

Project 1. Developan interim Internet VAH D prototype VAH completed(refer
point 3.2, above) for presenting all Acacia collections as an Australian dot
distribution map.

The completion of the data capture and validation of all specimendeld by
Australian herbaria (by 2002) is now regardedas an unrealistic aim without the
activeinvolvementof CHAH in seekingsponsorship.

ACTION 1: This componentof this projectis transferredto Project 7.

Project 2: Developa fully functional, integratedinternet VAH D (refer point 3.2,
above).

Project 3: Initiate and train herbarium and systematisuserson capability of the
VAH D (referpoint 3.2, above).

Project 4: Developcapability for presentationof spatial dataon the Web for the
VAH B completedrefer point 3.7, above).

Project 5: Develop capability for accessingand presentingdistributeddata sets
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relating to identification tools, descriptivedata sets,images,etcb noprogressat
the National level, however, individual State and Territory herbaria are
developingcapabilities.

Project 6: Publish VAH metadatain appropriateplacesb allherbarium data sets
being accessedy the VAH should have metadatadescriptionsaccording to the
ANZLIC protocols. It was agreedthat thesedescriptionstogetherwith the VAH

metadatadescription,should be lodgedon the CHAH website.

ACTION 1: Institutional Metadata descriptorsfor accessiondatabasesaccessed
by VAH to belodgedon CHAH Website

(Jim Croft B Decembet999)

Project 7: Completecapture and validation of dataassociatedvith specimensn
Australian herbaria B the need for the completion of the digitisation of all
herbarium collections is well recognised. It was agreed that the full
implementation of the HISPID transfer protocol, by all herbaria, would
significantly assistall herbaria to completelydigitise their collections.To digitally
capturethe remaining specimenwill require considerablexternal funding.

ACTION 1: Explore external funding sourcesto assistin the capture of the
National collectionof herbarium specimens

(Al HISCOM Membersb April2000)

Project 8: Australian Plant Namesindex accessibleon the Web maintained by
specialistsand the Australian herbaria as a shared resource b the meeting
acknowledgedhe efforts of CANB for making APNI available on the Internet.
However, State representativesstressedthe need for full incorporation of the
State plant name censusesas they are actively being maintainedand collectively
representthe list of all Australian Plant Names.(refer Point 3.22, Action5)

Project 9: Complete developmentof Australian TypePhoto Databaseb Barry
Conn stated that NSW believedthat it was not appropriate to invest further
resourcesinto this databasebecauseof the lack of use of TypePhoto since
HISCOMO98. This wasrecognisedas a major concern(refer Points3.15D3.19, and
associatedctionsand recommendationso CHAH).

Project 10: Upgradethe datainterchangestandardHISPID on an ongoingbasis
b continuing(refer Points 3.8D3.14)

(Coordinatedby Barry Conn)

Project 11: Establish protocolsand edit herbarium spatial dataaccordingto new
world-aligned geodetic datum (GDA94) b the relevant spatial data fields in
HISPID3 havebeencorrected(refer Point 3.9, Actionl).

ACTION 1: HISCOM Membersto comment

(Barry ConnBSeptembed999)

ACTION 2: Herbarium accessiordatabases tte corrected

(All HISCOM Membersb April2000)
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Project 12: Upgrade WA HerbariumOsdfield datamanagementool MAX to meet
needsof Australian herbariaD projectdeleted(refer Point 3.25 andActions).

Project 13: Createand fill Project Managerand Administrative Supportpositions
for the developmenbf the VAH D noaction (refer Point 3.6)

Project 14: Developalliancesof mutual benefitwith external bodiesb noaction.
Project 15: Herbaria (CHAH) to reach agreementon data accesscosts and
charging mechanismsb no action required at this stage(refer Points3.4& 3.5,
Action 14, Recommendatior’s& 3).

Project 16: Review Strategic Plan D this is bestregardedas a continuing action
rather than a projectthat needsresourcing(refer Point 3.1).

SECTION |

HISCOM MemberReports

1. CANB

2. CHR
There have beena number of changesat Landcare Researchwith llse Breitwieser now the
herbarium Keeper.Peter Heenan and Aaron Wilton are now responsiblefor managing the
Herbarium and relateddatabases respectively.
The specimendatabaserecently passedL00 000 recordsyhich equateso approximately20%
of the specimensheld at CHR. The databaseis still basedin Paradox,but a companywide
database
integration program is expectedo resultin a change toa newdatabasen the next few years.
In preparationfor the next databasesystemnew standardswererecentlyimplementedin the
existing databaseto bring it into line with herbarium policy and the company wide data
standardsbeing developed.
Also in preparationfor the newdatabasea taxonomicnamesmodulehasbeendevelopedand
is currently being populated.We expectall namescurrently acceptecat CHR to be entered
towardsthe end ofthe year.
The New Zealand GrassFlora by Henry Connor and Elizabeth Edgar is nowin preparation
for printing, and is expectedo be availablein early 2000.

1. CSU

2. BRI

3. DNA

4. HO

5. MEL

6. NSW

1. PERTH

SECTION J:
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1. Next Meeting:
Venue: DNA.
Clyde Dunlop agreedto hostthe meetingin Darwin.
Time: April-May 2000
Coordinator: Barry Conn

CHAH RepresentativeBill Barker
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